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After applying the varnish, etc., the leather is placed in
a stove moderately heated; the japanned side is then
polished, again coated, dried, and polished, the process
being repeated several times until the requisite brilliancy
is obtained.

JEWELLERY.

It will be readily understood that in a work of this nature
it would not be possible, even if it were desirable, which
is doubtless not the case, to give more than a brief de-
scription of the principal features of this interesting and
ingenious art. It is hoped, however, that even the mode-
rate amount of information given will prove interesting
to the reader.

The first consideration of the working jeweller is to
obtain certain alloys of gold to suit the quality of work he
is required to produce. There are eight principal alloys
employed in the manufacture of jewellery, the first of
which is the 22-carat* alloy, and which is used in the
manufacture of wedding rings more especially. This is
the only alloy allowed to be hall-marked for this article
in England and Scotland. There being no compulsory
hall-marking in Ireland, however, wedding rings are fre-
quently manufactured from an inferior alloy. The next
important alloy is the 20-carat, which is used for the
best descriptions of cast jewellery rings wherein stones of
a soft or fragile nature are to be set, such as emeralds,
opals, turquoises, etc., owing to this alloy being exceed-

* In assaying, that is, estimating, the proportion of gold in an alloy, a
carat is a weight of 12 grains. The term is applied to the number or
parts of pure gold in 24 parts of alloy, pure gold being spoken of as "24
carats fine." In diamond weighing a carat represents 4 grains.